Sex, handedness and side of nose modulate human odor perception.
Multidimensional scaling was used to analyze odor similarity judgments obtained by monorhinic (single nostril) stimulation from normal subjects (N = 52), equally partitioned by sex and handedness. Neither sex nor handedness nor side of nose appeared to alter the position of stimuli on a two-dimensional map of odor similarity. However, women produced significantly more consistent maps than men. This result was not due to differential utilization of axes in the multidimensional perceptual space, nor to differences in verbal labeling. Left versus right nostril asymmetries were significantly greater in dextrals.